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THE CLAIMS defining the invention are as follows :- 

1 . A support means for supporting a support platform from 
a fixed base whereby :he support platform is movable 
between a first position at least partially below the fixed, 
base and a second position in front of the fixed base, said 
support means comprising <i first element adapted to be 
mounted to the support platform, a second element adapted 
to be affixed to said :ixed base, a pair of linkage 
elements each pivotally fixed at one end to said first 
element at spaced intervaLs on said first element and each 
pivotally mounted at the other end to said second element 
at spaced locations spaced on said second element to enable 
movement of the support platform between the first and 
second positions wheret y throughout such movement the 
attitude of said support platform remains substantially 

ns further comprising a locking 
means for. locking saiil support platform in a range of 
positions including said second position, said locking 
means comprising a first locking member supported on one of 
said linkage elements and having a first engagement face 
engagable with a seqond engagement face provided on a 
second locking member provided on another of said elements 
said locking members/ being relatively moveable between a 
released position atJ which the engagable faces are 
disengaged to allow/ movement of said support platform 
relative to said base/ and a plurality of locking positions 
at which the engagement faces are engaged to retain said 
second element relative to said first element in one of 
- said rang e o£ po s it i ons -.. 



2 . A support means as claimed at claim 1 wherein the 
locking members are gravitational ly biased into locking 
engagement with each other . 



3 . A support means as claimed at claim 1 wherein one of 
the locking members is serrated. 
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4. A support means as claimed at claim 2 wherein one of 
the locking members is serrated. 

5. A support means as claimed at claim 1 wherein locking 
members are adapted to be frictionally interengagable when 
engaged with each other. 

6 . A support means as claimed at claim 2 wherein the 
locking members are adapted to be frictionally 
interengagable when engaged with each other. 




7 . A support means as claimed at claim 1 wherein second 
locking member is fixed, said first locking member being 
provided with an/ operating handle which requires 
manipulation to effect disengagement between the locking 
members, said first locking member being gravitationally 
biassed into engagement with said second locking member. 



8 . A support 
first locking 
member is mov 
associated with 



meafs fcs claimed at claim 1 wherein the 
is fixed and said second locking 
said second locking member being 
support member having a handle which on 



manipulation will/ effect disengagement between the pawl 
member and said /locking members, said support member being 
biassed by the influence of gravity such that said locking 
members are engaged in the locking position. 

9. A support means as/ claimed at claim 1 wherein the 
pivotal connection of one/ link element to one of said first 
and second elements is d/splaceable longitudinally from the 
pivotal connection of the one link element with the other 
of said elements such longitudinal displacement being 
effective to move said locking members between their 
released and locked positions. 
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A support means as claimed at c 
link member is telescopic in length. 




laim-9^' 



wherein said one 
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A support means as claimed at claim Jtr wherein the 
pivotal mounting of the one link element to the first 
element is provided by an elliptical or elongate aperture 
in one element and a pivot pin of the other element which 
is slidably and pivotally received in the elliptical or 
elongate slot. 

<fi= >2 r r A support means as claimed at claim 1 wherein said 
second element comprises a first portion interconnecting 
the other end of the link elements and a second portion 
pivotally supported from the first portion and supporting 
one of the locking members . 



13. A support 
locking member is 



me&ns as claimed at claim 9 wherein the one 
f fixed to the one link element. 



14. A support meah 
other locking mepiber 
second elements. 



15 . A support m 
of the first a 
which the longitud 
provided . 



s as claimed at claim 13 wherein the 
is fixed to one of the first and 



x^s^Ms claimed at claim 14 wherein the one 
second elements comprises the element to 
Lnally displaceable pivotal connection is 



16. A support m&ans as claimed at claim 2 wherein the 
first locking member is fixed and said second locking 
member is movable, said second locking member being 
associated with a support member having a handle which on 
manipulation will I effect disengagement between the pawl 
member and said locking members . 

17. ^. A support means as claimed at claim 2 wherein the 



pivotal connection of one 



link element to one of said first 



- 17 - 

and second e/Lements is displaceable longitudinally from the 
pivotal connection of the one link element with the other 
of said elements such longitudinal displacement being 
effective /to move said locking members between their 
released and locked positions. 
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A support means as claimed at claim wherein said 

one link member is telescopic in length. 

Jdl". A support means as claimed at claim i^wherein the 
pivotal mounting of the one link element to the first 
element is provided by an elliptical or elongate aperture 
in one element and a pivot pin of the other element 
slidably received in the elliptical or elongate slot. 



20. A support means as claimed at claim 2 wherein said 
second element comprises a first portion interconnecting 
the other end of the link elements and a second portion 
pivotally supported from the first portion and supporting 
one of the locking members . 

21. A support means as claimed at claim 17 wherein the one 
locking member is affixed to the one link element. 

22^. __A cnpp,nii ni^nc; Us ^fainipH at claim 21 wherein the 
other locking member is fixed to one of the first and 
second elements 

23. A suppefrt means as claimed at claim 22 wherein the one 
of the /first and second elements comprises the element to 
which/fche longitudinally displaceable pivotal connection is 
- prefvids cL. 



24. A support mdans as claimed at claim 4 wherein the 
pivotal connection/ of one link element to one of said first 
and second elements is displaceable longitudinally from the 
pivotal connection of the one link element with the other 
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of said elements such longitudinal displacement being 
effective to move said locking members between their 
released and locked positions . 

A support means as claimed at claim-24' wherein said 
one link member is telescopic in length. 
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A support means as claimed at claim wherein the 

pivotal mounting of the one link element to the first 
element is provided by an elliptical or elongate aperture 
in one element and a pivot pin of the other element 
slidably received in the elliptical or elongate slot. 

27; A support means as claimed at claim 24 wherein the one 
locking member is affixed to the one link element. 

28". A support /me^ms as claimed at claim 27 wherein the 
other locking nfemb/er^is fixed to one of the first and 
second element^ 

29. A support m^ans as claimed at claim 28 wherein the one 
of the first and/ second elements comprises the element to 
which the longit/udinally displaceable pivotal connection is 
p - rovidodU . 



to/30. A support means as claimed at claim 6 wherein the 
/ pivotal connection of one link element to one of said first 
and second elements is cfisplaceable longitudinally from the 
pivotal connection of I the one link element with the other 
of said elements sucjn longitudinal displacement being 
effective to move said locking members between their 
released and locked positions . 

. A support means as claimed at claim wherein said 

one link member is telescopic in length. 
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A support means as claimed at claim -3*T" wherein the 
pivotal mounting of the one link element to the first 
element is provided by an elliptical or elongate aperture 
in one element and a pivot pin of the other element 
slidably received in the elliptical or elongate slot. 

33 . A support means as claimed at claim 30 wherein the one 
locking member ils affixed to the one link element. 

34. A support /means as claimed at claim 33 wherein the 

other lockfrn^ member is fixed to one of the first and 

second elements . 

35 . A support means as claimed at claim 34 wherein the one 
of the first and second elements comprises the element to 

^ which the Vongitudinally displaceable pivotal connection is 

— provid e d . 

A support means as claimed at claim 6 wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V-shaped profile. 

^3rT. A support means as claimed at claim 2& wherein the 
divergence of the V-shaped profile of the one face is less 
than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 
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A support means as claimed at claim -3r7 wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V-shaped profile. 

.3S\ A support means as claimed at claim wherein the 

divergence of the V— shaped profile of the one face is less 

than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 
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A support means as claimed at claim ^jL^wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V-shaped profile. 

-.4-1". A support means as claimed at claim.^4D" wherein the 
divergence of the V-shaped profile of the one face is less 
than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 

VS. & 

1 /e^T. A support means as claimed at clainu-3r9" wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V-shaped profile. 

A support means as claimed at claim wherein the 

divergence of the V-shaped profile of the one face is less 
than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 

. A support means as claimed at claim ,3-0* wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V— shaped profile. 

A support means as claimed at claim -4r4 wherein the 
divergence of the V-shaped profile of the one face is less 
than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 

Jt&. A support means as claimed at claim -3-2 wherein the one 
engagement face has a convex V-shaped profile and the other 
engagement face has a concave V-shaped profile. 

sJrf. A support means as claimed at claim --^-fT wherein the 
divergence of the V-shaped profile of the one face is less 
than the divergence of the V-shaped profile of the other 
face . 




